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Background
IN THIS publication, you will find

national statistics about international activities of Finnish schools in the
school year 2015-2016. The data was
collected for the third time in the spring
of 2016 and covers international mobility projects of pupils and teachers, and
other types of international activities of
schools that are carried out in the home
country, a concept often called as “internationalisation at home” in Finland.
By international mobility we mean
study periods and visits abroad by
pupils, teachers and other school staff
members. The study periods of pupils
can be school exchanges ranging from
a minimum of 6 months to a whole
school year or shorter visits and camp
schools. Most of the pupil mobilities
(87%) last 15 days at most. Still, almost

50% of all study visits of school pupils
in the compulsory school age (6/7
to 15/16 years) last over a week. The
compulsory schooling in Finland takes
place almost exclusively in comprehensive schools. Most school exchanges
take place in general upper secondary
schools (“lukio” – normally 3 years of
studies after comprehensive school).
Teachers go abroad to teach and to
project meetings, usually for up to 15
days at most.
The number of answers submitted
to the survey varies year by year and by
school type. This year, general upper
secondary schools had the highest
response rate, with 47% submitting an
answer to the survey. In total, 829 comprehensive schools and upper secondary schools submitted answers, making

the response rate 27%; last year it was
29% and the year before 46%.
To be able to compare the numbers from different years, we will look
at the mobility numbers as a sample,
comparing them to the total number of
pupils in the schools, according to the
response rate. Our premise is that the
responses received represent all schools
and not only those that are internationally active. We believe that this is justified since many schools known to be
internationally active were not among
the respondents.

MORE STATISTICS ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOLS:
www.cimo.fi | Statistics on
internationalisation | General education
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There are practically no schools
that only have international
pupil mobility.

Finnish comprehensive schools
send abroad a classful of
students each year, and receive
about the same number.

Pupil and teacher
mobility are linked
DURING 2015-2016, the schools that

responded to the survey carried out a
total of 1,168 mobility projects with
7,071 pupils and 2,054 teachers and
other school staff members going
abroad for a period of time, and at
the same time, schools received 3,760
pupils and 1,946 staff members from
abroad. 16% of Finnish staff members
and 24% of incoming ones represented

school management. The majority of
pupil and teacher mobilities were linked
to school development projects.
Both in comprehensive schools and
general upper secondary schools, pupil
and teacher mobilities were clearly
linked. In practice, there were hardly
any schools that only had pupil mobility, apart from a few upper secondary
schools that only had high school exchanges. However, some schools (14%)
were involved in teacher and other staff
mobility that was not linked to pupil
mobilities.

Comprehensive
schools with
mobility projects

% of all
schools

Average number
of mobilities/
school

From
Finland

Pupils

114

18

19

Teachers

166

26

5

To
Finland

Pupils

86

14

20

115

18

8

Teachers

Table 1: Mobility in comprehensive schools

In comprehensive
schools, mainly teachers
go abroad
638 comprehensive schools responded

to the survey, 40% of which were involved in international mobility projects
and the rest in “internationalisation at
home”. The main international mobility
activity was staff visits abroad. Assuming that the schools that responded
to the survey are representative of all
comprehensive schools in Finland,
teachers went abroad from a quarter
of all schools and there were incoming
teachers from abroad to a little under
20% of schools. An average of 5 teachers went abroad from each school.
Less than 20% of comprehensive
schools sent their pupils abroad and
even fewer had incoming pupils from
abroad. The average number of outgoing pupils per school was 19, about the
size of one class. The average number
of incoming pupils was 20.
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Over 70% of general
upper secondary schools
have mobility projects
191 general upper secondary schools

responded to the survey, the majority
of which – as many as 72% – were
involved in international mobility
projects. About 40% of the schools
were involved in a school exchange
programme, on average sending 12 of
their pupils on a school exchange and
receiving 8 pupils from abroad. Other
types of pupil mobilities were also more
common in upper secondary schools
than in comprehensive schools: 50%
of upper secondary schools sent out
pupils abroad for other types of study
visits and 25% received them. The
average number of outgoing pupils per
school was 41.
Almost two thirds of upper secondary schools sent out teachers and
other staff members abroad; almost
40% of them also had incoming staff
from abroad. The average number of
incoming and outgoing staff members
was eight per school.

One in three of new
upper secondary school
pupils will go on a study
period abroad

Upper secondary
schools with
mobility projects

From
Finland

% of all
schools

Average number
of mobilities/
school

School
exchanges

78

41

12

Other pupil
mobilities

98

51

41

122

63

8

School
exchanges

82

42

8

Other pupil
mobilities

46

24

32

76

39

8

Teachers

To
Finland
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Teachers

Table 2: International mobility in general upper secondary schools
International pupil mobility
is more common in upper
secondary schools than in
comprehensive schools. For
example, school exchanges
take place from upper
secondary schools.

Internationalisation at home country
plays a bigger role than international
mobility in comprehensive schools,
which is natural since the data also
covers primary school pupils.

20

17.6

2012–2013

15

15

2014–2015

13.1

2015–2016

10
7.4

THE VOLUME of international mobility,
compared to the total number of pupils
in comprehensive and upper secondary
schools, varies from year to year. Most
of the international mobility takes place
among upper secondary school pupils,
almost 18% of whom went abroad in
the school year 2015-2016. The rate of
outgoing pupils of all upper secondary
school pupils has gone up compared to
previous school years.
The volume of mobility in relation
to the total pupil numbers is clearly
lower in comprehensive schools, which
is natural because the data includes all
pupils from year one to nine. International activities carried out in the home

5.5 5.3

5
1.5 1.4

1.4

0.8 0.6

0
From Finland
comprehensive
schools

From Finland
upper secondary
schools

1.1

To Finland
comprehensive
schools

To Finland
upper secondary
schools

Graph 1: Pupil mobility in comprehensive and upper secondary schools compared
to the total number of pupils in the schools that responded to the survey (%)

country play a much bigger role than
mobility in comprehensive schools.
To get more comparable figures, we
can compare pupil mobility numbers to
the number of new pupils at comprehensive and upper secondary schools
each year, the system also used in
statistics of higher education and voca-

tional education and training. According to this calculation method, 15% of
pupils in comprehensive schools go on
a study period abroad. Among upper
secondary school pupils the figure is
30%, meaning that about one in three
of new upper secondary school pupils
will go on a study period abroad.
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Pupils
to Finland

554

Destination country
Teachers
from Finland
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Netherlands Sweden

Teachers
to Finland

668

Estonia

183

104

Russia
111

United
Kingdom

980 704

226

Germany
595

715 348
319

France

Spain

490

196 193

385

China

Italy

Japan

185

159

175 130
Graph 2: TOP 5 destination countries and countries of origin in teacher mobility

Girls and female teachers
go abroad more often
than boys and men

Comprehensive
school pupils
Upper secondary
school pupils
Total

GIRLS and women go abroad more

often than boys and men in general education, like in other education sectors.
This has been apparent every time the
survey has been done. In the school
year 2015-2016, as many as 12% of
girls in upper secondary education
went abroad, compared to 8% of boys.
Compared to the number of new pupils
for the year, girls accounted for 35%
of those who went on a study period
abroad and boys for 23%. Girls account
for 57% of all upper secondary pupils
and of the new intake for the year.

Africa
Europe
Latin America and the Caribbean
North America
Oceania
Total

Boys

2.1

1.2

12

7.6

5.3

2.7

Table 3: Gender of pupils who have
been on a study period abroad by
school type, compared to the total
number of girls and boys at schools, %

The international
activities of schools are
Europe-centred

each time the survey has been made. Italy, Spain, Estonia and France are also
popular partner countries for Finnish
schools.
Outgoing pupil and staff mobility from Finnish schools is very
Europe-centred: 93% of pupils and
95% of teachers go to other European
countries. North America is the second
choice in pupil mobility, accounting for
3% of outgoing pupils, that is, just over
200 pupils. Incoming pupils to Finland
are also mostly Europeans, though
almost a quarter of them come from
Asia.

THE SCHOOLS that responded to the

Germany is the most popular

survey work with 55 different countries
in their mobility projects. Germany has
been the most popular partner country

Pupils from
Finland
Asia

Girls

%

Pupils to
Finland

%

partner country
in mobility projects.

Teachers from
Finland

%

Teachers to
Finland

%

183

2,6

922

24,5

59

2,9

444

22,8

38

0,5

0

0

11

0,5

9

0,5

6 585

93,1

2 727

72,5

1 950

94,9

1 320

67,8

31

0,4

32

0,9

2

0,1

83

4,3

217

3,1

67

1,8

31

1,5

81

4,2

17

0,2

12

0,3

1

0

9

0,5

7 071

100

3 760

100

3 760

100

1 946

100

Table 4: Pupil and teacher mobility by continent
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The mobility rate varies
by region but is on
the increase

More than a third of international mobility
projects of schools benefit from the Erasmus+
funding. It is especially important for comprehensive schools that carried out almost half of
their projects through the programme.

THE RATE of international mobility is

highest in the regions of eastern Finland and Åland when we compare the
figures to the total numbers of pupils in
the regions.
Year by year comparison is difficult,
however, as the response rate by region
has varied. The overall trend in pupil
mobility is upwards, however, and mobility has increased from the previous
survey in most regions.
The number of incoming pupils to
Finland has grown even more. Mobility numbers compared to total pupil
numbers have increased in all regions
with the exception of Päijät-Häme and
Lapland.

Most mobility projects
of schools are funded
through external funding
THE MAJORITY – almost 70% – of

schools have benefited from external
funding sources in addition to their
own funds to support their mobility
projects.
The most common external
funding source is the EU’s Erasmus+
Programme that had funded 32% of
projects. Its significance has increased
from the previous survey when it had
supported 24% of projects. Erasmus+
is especially important to comprehensive schools, contributing to as many
as 45% of their mobility projects. A
quarter of projects of upper secondary schools benefited from Erasmus+
funding.
Alongside Erasmus+, another
important source of funding to support
pupils’ study periods abroad are parents whose input is needed to add to
other external funding sources.
Other funding sources mentioned
in the survey include various foundations and pupils’ own fundraising
events.
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Åland Islands
South Karelia
Kainuu
Southern
Ostrobothnia
Uusimaa
Satakunta
Central Finland
TOTAL
Northern Savo
Central
Ostrobothnia
North Karelia
Lapland
Pirkanmaa
Southern Savo
Kymenlaakso
Southwest Finland
Northern
Ostrobothnia
Ostrobothnia

From Finland
To Finland

Päijät-Häme
Tavastia Proper
0

3

6

9

12

15

Graph 3: Pupil mobility compared to the total numbers of pupils in the schools in
Finnish regions, according to the response rate, in the school year 2015–2016, %

%

Mobility
projects in
upper secondary schools

%

213

44,7

158

22,9

371

31,8

10

2,1

10

1,4

20

1,7

3

0,6

2

0,3

5

0,4

National Board of
Education

12

2,5

22

3,2

34

2,9

Education/
local authority

17

3,6

26

3,8

43

3,7

Regional State
Administrative
Agency

1

0,2

1

0,1

2

0,2

School exchange
organisations (e.g.
YFU, AFS, Rotary)

0

0,0

54

7,8

54

4,6

Parents

54

11,3

69

10,0

123

10,5

Other, which?

35

7,3

89

12,9

124

10,6

No external
funding

132

27,7

260

37,6

392

33,6

Total

477

100

691

100

1 168

100

Funding source
Erasmus+
Nordplus Junior
Other Nordic
funding

Mobility
projects in
comprehensive schools

Table 5: Funding sources of mobility projects of schools

Mobility
projects
total

%
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69

%

Visitors from abroad

34

%

International lessons/courses in the school

Internationalisation at home is an integral part of everyday
school activities for the whole school
International activities in schools is not just about mobility: according
to the data collected, international activities in the home country –
“internationalisation at home” – also play an important role. This is
true even though schools did not provide as many answers to questions
relating to these activities than those about international mobility.
According to the data, only half of the schools are involved in
international work in the home country, a figure we suspect is underestimated. 62% of all respondents answered to the questions about these
activities; 66% of them had been involved in both mobility projects and
internationalisation at home. 20% of all respondents only focused on
internationalisation at home.
The responses give a good idea about what kinds of international
activities schools do in the home country. Most commonly it means
people visiting from other countries and cultures but also learning
about other cultures from schools’ own pupils who have immigrant
backgrounds or come from abroad. Schools also organise a lot of different international events and lessons. Every 6th school is involved in
eTwinning activities and one in five is involved in other kinds of virtual
cooperation.
In the school year 2015-2016, schools had done a lot of work together with local reception centres of asylum seekers. The new situation
with an increased number of asylum seekers has made an impact on the
work of Finnish schools, too. Otherwise, the types and distribution of
international activities at home have remained much the same through
different surveys.
Almost all of the international activities at home are carried out
across several classes or involve the whole school. Only some official
language diplomas, such as Delf and Sprachdiplom, only concern a few
individual students.

34

%

International events at school/in the community

29

%

Learning about the cultures and languages of
immigrant pupils in own school

20

%

Other virtual
cooperation

14 %
Other activities

10 %
Global education
projects

16 %
eTwinning cooperation

13 %
International clubs
4%

Official international
language diplomas

Graph 4: Types of international activities
carried out in the home school, %
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