
Statistics about international 
activities of schools 
in school year 2016–2017

bacKground
International statistics about the inter-
national activities of comprehensive 
schools and upper secondary schools 
were collected for the fourth time in 
spring 2017. a survey was carried out to 
find out about the mobility periods of 
pupils, students, teachers and other staff, 
and internationalisation at home, i.e. 
international activities that take place in 
the home country.

In the statistics, the mobility periods 
of pupils and students have been divided 
into school exchanges ranging from a 
minimum of 6 months to a whole school 
year as well as other mobility related to 
school work, such as trips, exchanges, 
visits and camp schools abroad. 

The mobility of pupils, students and 
school staff not related to school ex-
changes typically occurs as part of a more 
extensive international cooperation pro-
ject and has the average duration of less 
than 15 days. The school exchanges are 
focused on upper secondary schools.

39% of comprehensive schools and 
62% of upper secondary schools respond-
ed to the survey. In total, there were 
1,302 respondents; 1,045 comprehen-
sive schools and 257 upper secondary 
schools. The response rate has increased 
compared to the previous year: in 2016, 
24% of comprehensive schools and 47% 
of upper secondary schools participated 
in the survey.

a total of 1,449 international projects 
were completed at the schools during 
school year 2016–2017. Overall, 9,552 
pupils and students, and 2,640 members 
of staff went abroad. 4,726 pupils and 
students as well as 3,541 members of 
staff came from abroad.

These numbers are examined as a 
sample, meaning that the mobility rates 
are compared to the total number of 
pupils in all the schools, according to the 
annual response rate. Our premise is that 
the responses received form a represent-
ative subset of all schools. We believe 
that this is justified since many schools 
known to be internationally active did not 
respond to the survey.
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Slightly over tWo 
thirdS of uPPer 
Secondary SchoolS 
rePort mobility 
PeriodS

The number of study periods and visits 
abroad is higher in upper secondary 
schools compared to comprehensive 
schools: there were some in 70% of the 
upper secondary schools that respond-
ed to this survey during the school year 
2016–2017. 34% of the schools had sent 
and 41% had received students on school 
exchanges. On average, 11 students 
headed abroad and 6 students on school 
exchanges were received by each upper 
secondary school. The numbers of stu-
dents on school exchanges have slight-
ly decreased compared to the previous 
school year. This is possibly due to a rise 
in prices as a result of school exchange 
organisation activities becoming taxable.

by contrast, the number of other study 
periods abroad by students related to 
school work was higher than in the pre-
vious year. 86% of the upper secondary 
schools participating in international pro-
jects sent their pupils abroad and around 
half received incoming students for some 
other mobility period. The average num-
ber of outgoing students was 42 and in-
coming students was 29 per school.

Nearly all – 92% – of the upper sec-
ondary schools that participated in inter-
national projects sent their teachers and 
other staff abroad. The average number of 

mobility PeriodS 
carried out 
by one third of 
comPrehenSive 
SchoolS 
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33% of the comprehensive schools that 
responded to the survey were engaged in 
mobility. 

Visits abroad by teachers and other 
school staff were most common. Out of 
the comprehensive schools that respond-
ed to the survey, nearly two thirds, or 
62%, had sent their staff abroad and 41% 
received staff from their partner schools. 
Correspondingly, 36% of the respondents 
had sent and 27% received pupils on 
mobility periods.

at the comprehensive schools that re-
ported mobility periods of teachers and 
other staff, an average of 5 members of 
staff went abroad. at the schools that sent 
their pupils abroad, there was an average 
of 21 outgoing pupils, corresponding to 
a classful of pupils.

Upper secondary 
school students com-
pleted more study 
periods abroad related 
to international 
projects than in 
the previous year. 
In school year 
2016–2017, 86% of 
the upper secondary 
schools sent their 
students and 92% sent 
their staff abroad, 
and around half 
received visitors 
from abroad.

In school year 2016–2017, one in nine 
upper secondary school students went on 
a study period abroad, amounting to 11% 
of all upper secondary school students. 
This share is based on the number of out-
going students in proportion to the total 
number of students in the upper second-
ary schools that responded to the survey. 
The number of outgoing students has 
slightly risen compared to the previous 
school year.

In comparison, the number of study 
periods abroad by comprehensive school 
pupils is much lower. This is natural, as 
the total number of pupils comprises all 
pupils in comprehensive schools, includ-
ing little first graders. around one per 
cent of the pupils went on a study period 
abroad, i.e. one in 100 pupils. Indeed, 
internationalisation at home plays a more 
significant role in comprehensive schools.

In both comprehensive and upper 
secondary schools, the majority of the 
pupils and students going on a study 
period abroad are girls. 

increaSing mobility 
of uPPer Secondary 
School StudentS 

TablE 1. Mobility periods in upper secondary schools, school year 2016–2017

School exchanges

other pupil 
mobilities

teachers

School exchanges

other pupil 
mobilities

teachers

no. of % of upper secondary 
schools with mobility 

periods 

average number 
of mobilities/

school

62

154

165

73

93

97

34

86

92

41

52

54

11

42

8

6

29

14

outgoing teachers and other staff was 
8 per school. Similarly, over half of the 
upper secondary schools received staff 
visitors from abroad. On average, an 
upper secondary school received 14 
visitors. 

upper secondary 
schools

from
finland

to
finland
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germany haS been 
the moSt PoPular 
Partner country 
from year to year 

germany has been the most popular part-
ner country for mobility carried out as 
part of both international projects as well 
as school exchange activities. France has 
risen to second and Italy to third place. 
There are also a lot of outgoing and in-
coming pupils to and from the United 
States. China was also among the 10 
most popular partner countries. The list 
of most popular countries has remained 
nearly unchanged for years. 

an increasing number of Finnish 
schools receive visiting teachers from 
asia. For other parts, the mobility periods 
of comprehensive and upper secondary 
schools are very Europe-centred, especial-
ly when examining outgoing periods from 
Finland. 

FIgUrE 2. The 10 most popular partner countries for the mobility periods of pupils and 
students in school year 2016–2017

FIgUrE 1. Mobility periods in comprehensive and upper secondary schools compared to 
the total number of pupils in the schools that responded to the survey (%)    
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TablE 2. Mobility periods in upper secondary schools, school year 2016–2017

asia

africa

europe 

latin america and the caribbean

north america

oceania

Total

outgoing 
pupils %

incoming 
pupils

outgoing 
teachers and 

other staff% % %

incoming 
teachers and 

other staff 

3,6

0,1

93,1

0,3

2,7

0,2

100,0

455

5

3974

44

230

18

4726

9.6

0.1

84.1

0.9

4.9

0.4

100.0

84

12

2504

2

38

0

2640

3.2

0.5

94.8

0.1

1.4

0.0

100.0

900

7

2356

94

175

9

3541

25.4

0.2

66.5

2.7

4.9

0.3

100.0

340

8

8895

30

257

22

9552

Different types of 
internationalisation 
at home are the most 
visible form of 
internationalisation 
in comprehensive 
schools.

to
ta

l

germany france italy Spain russia Sweden estonia great britain uSa china

from finland

to finland
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87
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6
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2
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5
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uuSimaa and 
north Karelia 
are the moSt 
active regionS

In school year 2016–2017, the rate of 
international mobility of comprehen-
sive and upper secondary school pupils 
and students was highest in the regions 
of Uusimaa and North Karelia. This is 
revealed when we compare the figures 
of pupils and students on study periods 
abroad to the total numbers of pupils 
and students in the region.

Central Finland was the only region 
where the number of incoming pupils 
and students was higher than that of 
outgoing ones. 

FIgUrE 3. Pupil and student mobility compared to the total numbers of pupils and students in the schools in Finnish regions, 
according to the response rate, in the school year 2016–2017, %

Central Finland is the 
only region where there 
were more incoming than 
outgoing pupils and 
students.
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The EU’s Erasmus+ 
Programme is the 
most significant 
external funding 
source for student 
and pupil mobility.

StatiSticS about international activitieS of SchoolS in School year 2016–2017factS eXPreSS 4c/2017

PuPil and 
Student mobility 
iS funded 
through 
many SourceS

Two thirds, or nearly 67%, of the study 
periods abroad of pupils and students 
received external funding. The most 
common funding source was the EU’s 
Erasmus+ Programme, which funded 
33% of the projects of comprehensive 
and upper secondary schools. The rates 
have remained largely unchanged com-
pared to the previous school year.

Similarly as in previous statistics, 
parents are another important source 
of funding to support pupils’ and stu-
dents’ study periods abroad. Their input 
typically adds to other external funding 
sources. In this year’s survey, the sig-
nificance of funding by parents was high-
lighted for upper secondary school stu-
dents, whereas the proportion of funding 
by parents decreased and the share of 
Erasmus+ increased in comprehensive 
schools.

Other funding sources include 
various foundations and associations.

TablE 3. Distribution of the funding for study periods abroad of pupils and students in school year 2016–2017

Funding source

erasmus+

nordplus Junior

other nordic funding

finnish national agency for education

education/local authority

regional State administrative agency

School exchange organisations (e.g. yfu, afS, rotary)

Parents

other, please specify

no external funding

Total

mobility 
projects in 

comprehensive 
schools % % %

mobility 
projects in 

upper secondary 
schools

mobility 
projects 

total

299

8

2

14

22

0

0

35

50

179

609

49.1

1.3

0.3

2.3

3.6

0.0

0.0

5.7

8.2

29.4

100.0

172

12

12

29

21

0

65

117

112

300

840

20.5

1.4

1.4

3.5

2.5

0.0

7.7

13.9

13.3

35.7

100.0

471

20

14

43

43

0

66

152

173

467

1449

32.5

1.4

1.0

3.0

3.0

0.0

4.6

10.5

11.9

32.2

100.0



The Finnish National agency for Education is an agency operating in the administrative branch of the Ministry of Education and Culture. It is responsible for 

the development of education, early childhood education and care and lifelong learning, and the promotion of internationality. 
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diverSe internationaliSation at SchoolS
67% of the schools that participated in the survey for the school year 2016–2017 responded to the section concerned 
with internationalisation at home. The responses indicate that, in addition to the mobility periods, a lot of other 
international activities take place at the schools. Internationalisation at home has a particularly significant role in 
comprehensive schools. 

Internationalisation at home most typically means visitors from other countries and cultures, which were received 
by half of the schools. One in three had organised international theme days and workshops or provided instruction 
related to global education and sustainable development. 

School camps and different kinds of visits by classes are examples of other types of internationalisation at home.
One fourth, or 26%, of the schools carrying out activities considered internationalisation at home had also 

participated in international projects, most commonly Erasmus+ projects. One in ten schools participates in the activ-
ities of an international organisation, such as UNICEF, UNESCO and Plan International. 

FIgUrE 4. Types of internationalisation at home in the schools, %  

visitors from other countries 
and cultures 50

international theme days 
and workshops

instruction offered in connection with 
global education and sustainable 

development (e.g. uneSco school 
activities, World school, child sponsorship, 

odW activities, climate campaigns)

international cooperation based on ict 
(e.g. etwinning)

international study units

other

visits related to acting as 
an erasmus school

international introduction to 
working life periods

international language proficiency 
certificates (e.g. delf, Sprachdiplom)

34

31
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13

10

10

3

2


