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The transition from a traditional economic development model to a post-industrial society is
one of the greatest challenges facing our societies. New types of economic activities, such as
circular and bioeconomy, sustainable use of natural resources and food production in postindustrial times are specifically emphasised by the 8th EU Environment Action Programme
(2021-30) and the Finnish Innovation Fund’s (SITRA) national road map to a circular
economy (2016). This transition is most challenging in peripheral regions.
This project will explore the post-industrial transition and its role in the regional
development strategies of two similar, but also quite different peripheral borderland
regions of Finland and Russia. Through the organisation of two intensive summer courses at
the University of Eastern Finland (UEF Joensuu) and the North Caucasus Federal University
(NCFU Stavropol), the project will examine these two regions’ transition experiences and
best practices for mutual exchange and consideration. North Karelia established its Regional
Strategic Programme for 2018–2021 (POKAT) that emphasises post-industrial economic
growth through innovations in the forest bioeconomy and new technologies and materials
against an important natural environment that supports tourism, while the region of
Stavropol has identified digitisation and tourism as areas of growth in its Socio-Economic
Development Strategy (2019-35). While Finland has had more experience with postindustrial growth than Russia, providing models to emulate, the North Caucasus region has
a historic and internationally-recognised tourism sector that has been innovating, providing
a specific example of Russian regional development that is unfamiliar in Finland.
Current collaboration between the participating HEIs has been limited to infrequent and
higher scientific activities. This project application will build upon existing collaboration and
proposes 2 concrete outcomes: 1) staff mobility between the two partner HEIs, prior to 2)
two intensive summer courses in English involving staff and student mobility in each

direction for 2 weeks in 2022 (Stavropol) and 2023 (Joensuu). One of the promising
outcomes of the course will be the results of mixed UEF-NCFU student group work, which
will develop participants’ intercultural communication skills and the internationalisation of
the HEI environments. The summer courses are an important factor in increasing the
competitive advantages of the co-operating institutions in their national educational spaces.
Moreover, preconditions will be created for the development of the educational trajectories
of the universities’ transition to a post-industrial society. This involves innovative
educational methods and technologies; supporting academic mobility and networking by
creating sustainable institutional support for such international activities; advancement of
the forms and geographical directions of scientific co-operation of both HEIs.

