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The presentation covers:

• Latin America: General information about the region and 
operating environment

• Finland's visibility in Latin America

• Development needs and focus areas in Latin American 
Universities in
o Argentina
o Uruguay
o Chile
o Colombia
o Mexico

• To be considered when building university partnerships in 
Latin America
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Latin America: General information about the
operating environment

• Covers geographically the southern part of North America, Central America and South 
America

• Approximately 630 million inhabitants

• Languages: Spanish, Portuguese in Brazil (no lingua franca status for English)

• Most countries classified as middle or upper-middle income (no longer a focus of 
Finnish development cooperation); however, wealth is not evenly distributed. In 
Higher Education this translates to unequal access and notorious differences in 
quality between HEIs.

• COVID-19 pandemic effects: leap in digitalization (online teaching), reduction in 
international academic collaboration and mobility, new visibility and appreciation for 
Science (and Higher Education Institutions)
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Finland's visibility in Latin America

• European countries are still expected to provide support but also an equal partnership, 
note that the higher education system is inherited from "old" Europe

• Finland = Education superpower  you can count your institution in!

• Finland's reputation as the home of the best education system, but less known as the 
home of other expertise or as a destination for degree studies

• Attraction factors of Finland: well functioning society, opportunities for the student/researcher's family, 
cleanness, gender equality, technology and innovation …

• Turn down factors: far away, cold climate, nobody knows, rather unfriendly/unreachable people

• Traditional partner countries: Spain, France, Germany in Europe 
(United States, Canada, UK among the English speaking countries)

• Team Europe Initiatives: Digitalization, Green transition, Societal change

• EVENT: https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-world-higher-education-conference-2022
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Development needs and focus areas in Latin
American Universities
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• Building new ways of internationalization and 
financing instruments for mobility

• Recognition of studies and degrees and flexibility
in carrying out studies in different universities
even inside one country

• Education system and teacher education
development

• University pedagogics –recent and increasing
interest!

• Division between teaching and doing research
• Language for collaboration: English in research but

not necessary in Education or HE administration



Argentina
• Leading higher education country in the region, with around 80 000 

foreign students, 50% of total intra-Latin American student 
mobility. 

• Medicine one of the most attractive fields within the region.
• Different areas of engineering

• Main sectors of interest for Finland: connectivity and digitalization 
(5G, cybersecurity, e-government, AI), bio-economy, maritime 
technology

• Other relevant sectors also for HE collaboration: biotechnology and 
food industry, renewable energies.

• Existing Finnish HE partnerships with private universities. Public 
Science universities shouldn´t be forgot, specially for their quality.

• Argentines are experienced applicants for EU funding and often 
fluent in English

• EVENT: https://fiesamardelplata.com.ar/
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Uruguay

• The most like-minded country in Latin America compared to Finland; Finnish 
expertise is more widely known than in many other countries in the region and the 
operating environment is stable

• One big challenge for higher education is the metropolitan focus and the 
massification of higher education

• Teacher education and national curriculum framework are being renovated

• Main sectors of interest for Finland: bioeconomy, energy and built environment, 
digitalization (cybersecurity, artificial intelligence)

• Upcoming areas of interest: smart mobility

• Resources for further financing:
• ANII: research and innovation funding agency
• Uruguay University of Technology UTEC Fellowship Programme (call for applications every 

six months)
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Chile

• Major goal for Chile: become one of the biggest solar energy producers in the world 
(remarkable investments in green hydrogen, also for Team Europe Initiative)

• Main sectors of interest for Finland: connectivity and digitalization (in different industries) 
mining and bio-economy (incl. chemical industry)

• Very important role of the private education sector in the country 

• Strict selection processes for accesing HE studies

• Scholarship systems have evolved; however the situation of unequal opportunities to enter 
higher education and carry out studies remains

• Demanding degree accreditation system and lack of flexibility in recognition studies even 
within the country

• Dynamic “market” for short diploma degrees and master´s degrees

• Possible challenges: in public education sector student strikes and taking possession of the 
university buildings
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Colombia

• Main sectors of interest for Finland: digitalization and edtech, circular 
economy and cleantech, health and wellbeing 

• Ministry of Science and Innovation was created in 2020 to strengthen 
Colombia´s own research activities and knowledge based economy

• Higher Education sector with problems related to very unequal access to 
studies

• Creative industries in HE: searching for degree studies in design, film-
making, videogames…

• SENA and the transformation of Vocational Education and Training 
(collaboration with few Finnish UAS).

• National University Association ASCUN (https://ascun.org.co/) 
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Mexico

• Main sectors of interest for Finland: metal and machinery (manufacturing), mining, ICT

• Interest and capacity for cooperation in higher education, research and innovation with 
Finnish universities
• Mexico City: the Red ECOS initiative and MoU with EDUFI
• Instituto Politecnico Nacional (IPN), the national university of technology

• TEAM EUROPE: Green transition as priority (smart mobility, energy efficiency, transition to 
circular economy)

• Federal government: During the pandemic very important budget cuts in Education

• EVENT: CILAC 2023 in Mexico city!
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To be considered when building university 
partnerships in Latin America
• Close cooperation requires presence and building a relationship of trust
• CHOOSE YOUR PARTNER! –Latin America HE rankings might be helpful.
• Use your lessons learnt in cooperation with European partners and maybe invite 

them along (Spain, France, Italy)
• Be prepared for hierarchic leading and bureaucracy
• Take care of the language issues beforehand

”What are the possibilities of the Latin American HEI sector that
Finnish university community is not necessarily fully recognizing
and utilizing currently. Any examples e.g. from Chile / Uruguay?”
• very committed, enthusiastic and innovative students and researchers
• important connections to north American and European top 

universities
• also similar climate and geographic areas can be found with similar 

needs con southern cone as in northern Europe
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Thank you!

Emilia Ahvenjärvi Linda Salmijärvi
TFK Specialist TFK Trainee
emilia.ahvenjarvi@formin.fi linda.salmijarvi@formin.fi


