FINNISH NATIONAL
AGENCY FOR EDUCATION

EDUFI’s
Team Finland Knowledge
(TFK) programme

2026 application round
Infowebinar for Applicants
12.2.2026




TFK Programme for HE education cooperation

PROJECT LENGTH:
TARGET AREAS 2026:

: : . 2,5 years
India, China, Southern Africa,
MAX. SUPPORT:

Southeast Asia, Latin America
80 000€

BUDGET:
2 m€ (incl. Ukraine call)

+ separate call for Ukraine

FORMS OF COOPERATION:
Joint study units & courses

Digital/virtual teaching PROGRAMME WEB SITE:

https://www.oph.fi/en/pro
grammes/tfk-programme

Curriculum cooperation

Joint/double degrees
Mobility of students & staff

Working life cooperation /-\
| 2



https://www.oph.fi/fi/ohjelmat/tfk-ohjelma
https://www.oph.fi/fi/ohjelmat/tfk-ohjelma

Contents of the webinar

‘ OBJECTIVES AND BASICS OF THE PROGRAMME

‘ INSTRUCTIONS FOR MOBILITY PERIODS

‘ PROJECT COMPOSITION & GENERAL TERMS
I

‘ ELIGIBILITY AND EVALUATION CRITERIA
[

‘ TIPS FOR PREPARING THE APPLICATION
‘ APPLICATION & PROJECT TIMETABLE

‘ OTHER FUNDING SOURCES
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OBJECTIVES OF THE
PROGRAMME AND INFORMATION
ABOUT THE APPLICATION
ROUND



Objectives of the programme

« To increase the quality of higher education.

- To create new initiatives or operating models for international
cooperation.

- To strengthen the attractiveness of Finnish higher education institutions.

« It is hoped that the projects funded under the programme will lead to
permanent and long-term cooperation between countries.

- Important that partner institutions in the target regions also contribute to
the planning and realisation of the projects and cover some of their costs.

 Programme is not intended for preliminary activities carried out for the
purpose of establishing cooperation.

16/02/2026 | Finnish National Agency for Education



Basic information about the application round

A single project can apply for funding for cooperation with one or more
higher education institutions in the partnering countries.

Higher education institutions can submit any number of applications during
the TFK programme’s application round.

« Max. 2 projects from the same HEI can be funded for cooperation with
one target country/area.

« Projects funded in the Call 2024 and Call 2025 cannot be funded in the
Call 2026.

Participating projects must involve educational cooperation at one or several
different degree levels (bachelor’s, master’s and/or doctoral).

The programme is open to all disciplines.
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If the costs have been estimated as
including VAT in the budget plan of

Two categories of costs the project, they must also be

reported as including VAT.

Granted project funding can be used to cover two categories of costs:

1. Travel costs, at least 50% of the project funding.

2. Organisational and other costs, up to 50% of the project funding.

The funding cannot be used to cover the administrative costs of higher
education institutions, hospitality costs or business gifts.

The project funding can be divided between the higher education institutions
participating in the project as the project sees fit. In this case the partner
institutions must open a separate monitoring item/project in their
accounting and provide an accounting report during reporting.
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Travel costs

- Staff travel costs

« Additional costs resulting from travel, such as travel tickets,
accommodation, travel agency costs, visas, insurance and potential
per diem allowances, are also considered valid travel costs. Based
on real costs.

« Student travel costs

- Students receive a fixed daily or monthly mobility grant based on
the length of the mobility period as well as a travel grant,
regardless of the actual costs of the mobility period.
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Organisational costs

« Must consist of expenses directly associated with the realisation of the
core activities of the projects, such as the online realisation of course and
teaching content, teaching-related course material or the organisation of
events.

- Valid organisational costs include also the purchase of services and the
renting of equipment, for example.

- Organisational and other costs can also include wages and salaries, but
they can only account for up to 20% of the total project funding granted.

- Salaries must not be subject to indirect administrative costs /
overhead costs.

« Salary costs must be based on the effective working time associated
with the implementation of the project.
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What is funded?

- Joint study units, courses and intensive courses

 The development and realisation of digital/virtual teaching
e Curriculum cooperation

- Joint/double degrees

- Working life cooperation

- Mobility (teacher, staff, student and/or trainee mobility)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR MOBILITY
PERIODS



Long-term student mobility

Mobility duration 2-12 months.

« Grants for long-term student mobility are:

« Incoming student mobility €900/month
« Qutgoing student mobility €700/month

- In addition, a student will receive a travel grant of €1,200/exchange or
€1,700/exchange in case they need to travel a longer journey (e.g. for
visa).

- Estimate on the application of the number of mobile students (incoming
and outgoing) and months within the project, as well as an estimate of
the total grants. Calculate the estimate of the total grants based on the
grant amounts specified in the call for applications!
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Short-term student mobility

Mobility duration 5-30 days.
« Grants for short-term student mobility are:

« Incoming and outgoing student mobility; days 1-14 €70/day and days
15-30 €50/day.

« Can be paid up to a maximum of 30 days.

- In addition, a student will receive a travel grant of €1,200/exchange or
€1,700/exchange in case they need to travel a longer journey (e.g. for visa).

- Estimate on the application of the number of mobile students (incoming and
outgoing) and days within the project, as well as an estimate of the total
grants. Calculate the estimate of the total grants based on the grant amounts
specified in the call for applications!
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Staff mobility

- Staff mobility costs may be covered for persons who are staff members of
a higher education institution participating in the project during the
mobility period.

- Can be paid according to actual costs.
« The travel/mobility must be justified and cost-efficient.

- Staff mobility periods should preferably always be combined with virtual
cooperation or teaching content.

« The applicant should estimate on the application the number of mobile
staff members and days within the project, as well as an estimate of the
total costs.
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PROJECT COMPOSITION &
GENERAL TERMS



Finnish HEI has a coordinating role

« The funding must be applied by a Finnish higher education institution, on
behalf of the entire partner network.

« The coordinating Finnish HEI is also responsible for the use of the funding
and reports on it to EDUFI during and after the agreement period.

- The project must involve at least one HEI from Finland and one higher
education institution from an eligible target country.

 The max. amount of funding to a single project is €80,000 and the
amount of funding awarded can also be lower than the amount specified
in the application.

« The max. amount of project funding can only be awarded to projects
involving multiple Finnish higher education institutions.



General terms and conditions

 The project costs must be visible in the higher education institution’s
accounting records under a separate project.

 The expenses covered by the partner higher education institutions must
also be verifiable with accounting statements.

« Projects can also involve other organisations besides HEIs, such as
companies or associations but they are responsible for their own costs.

- Self-financing by project partners is considered an advantage in project
selection.
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Cooperation partners’ commitment

« The partner higher education institutions must 1. The name of the project & the name of
provide a commitment letter (TFK statement) the partnering HEI
signed by a legal representative of the higher
education institution. 2. The contact information of the
partnering higher education institution’s
« TFK statement must include the following ‘ contact person

information corresponding to the application

3. A description of project participation;
what kind of role the involved will have
in the realisation of the project

« TFK statements of partnering higher
education institutions must be consistent and
meaningful and demonstrate that the partner

is committed to the project. 4. A description of the higher education

- If the commitment letter is signed by a institution’s commitment to the project

person other than the legal representative of 5.
the higher education institution notified to the

Finnish National Agency for Education, a

delegation decision (or equivalent) should be

attached to the application in addition to the 6. Any funding that the partner has
commitment letter. allocated to the project.

A description of the importance of the
cooperation to the partnering higher
education institution
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ELIGIBILITY
AND
EVALUATION CRITERIA




Eligibility criteria

« The project is coordinated by a Finnish higher education institution.

« The project involves at least one higher education institution from Finland
and one higher education institution from an eligible target country in the
2026 application round.

- The application is submitted fully by the deadline.

« The partnering higher education institutions named in the application
have supplied TFK statements, which are attached to the application.

» If the requirements detailed above are not met, the application is
considered ineligible and will not proceed to evaluation.



Evaluation criteria

The primary selection criterion is the quality of the application.

The balance between the target regions is also taken into consideration
regarding the total amount of funding to be granted overall.

All applications that meet the eligibility criteria will undergo a quality
evaluation, in which their relative strength is evaluated based on the
extent to which they are considered capable of meeting the selection
criteria in three categories:

1) Needs analysis and roles of partners
2) Quality of cooperation, activity design and implementation

3) Results and impact
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Needs analysis and roles of partners

« The project responds to an educational need that has broader significance
in regard to cooperation between the countries, and the project provides
clear additional value in relation to prior initiatives.

« The planned activities are relevant to the participating higher education
institutions.

- The project composition is well justified, and the responsibilities, roles
and tasks of the involved higher education institutions are clearly
described.

- The participating higher education institutions have an institutional
commitment to and interest in the activities, they participate e.g. in the
costs by allocating their own funding in the project.
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Quality of cooperation and implementation

The activities are realistically planned, clearly described and appropriately
spread over the project period. The project describes clearly how the planned
activities will be covered by the applied funding.

The project does not remain a one-off but is integrated into the normal
operation of the higher education institutions.

Quality aspects are taken into account in the activities and the
progress/successes, etc. of the project are monitored.

The risk analysis addresses the risks associated with project activities, such
as partner withdrawals, recruitment challenges, the misuse of resources and
the potential harmful environmental impacts of the project. Additionally, it
evaluates the realization of academic values, freedom of speech, and non-
discrimination, as well as risks related to dual-use technologies.
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Quality of cooperation — student mobility

« The project’s partnerships and the number of mobilities applied for are
proportional to the number of participating higher education institutions
and the realisation plans of the mobilities are realistic.

« The support services for marketing, preparation, implementation and
follow-up of the applied mobility activities are in place.

« There are processes in place for recognising the participating students’
learning outcomes (such as ECTS and other mechanisms).
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Results and impact

 The expected results are concretely and realistically described and will
remain a part of the higher education institutions’” operations after the
project period.

« The impact of the planned activities is described from the perspective of
the participants and organisations in Finland and the target countries.

- The activities/results of the project support the internationalisation of the
students and staff of the participating higher education institutions
beyond the persons/parties participating in the projects.

- The project has operating methods in place for communicating about the
activities and results of the project period.
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TIPS FOR PREPARING THE
APPLICATION



Overview of the application process

« Link to the application system on EDUFI web page at
https://www.oph.fi/en/programmes/tfk-programme#anchor-
how-to-apply

« Insert your email to the indicated slot

Project grant: TFK 2026, Team Finland Knowledge programme

*  You will receive an email with a direct link to the application Hakuaika 27.1.2026 kio 11.30 —
27.4.2026 klo 16.15

. Link can be shared to others as well Esikatsele hakulomaketta
- The application saves automatically and can be e @
modified until the deadline sahkopostiosoitteesi *
«  When the application is ready, remember to send it using the
“Submit for processing” button!

. The system confirms a successful submission by
sending a confirmation email to the contact person, the
deputy contact person, all persons authorized to sign,
as well as to the applicant’s official email address.

Do not leave submitting the application until the last minute!
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Enhance the impact of your project

* You can use the Erasmus+ Impact Tool already at the application stage to support your
planning

. With the help of the Impact Tool, you can structure your project’s impact chain.

« Also explore the Erasmus+ Impact Handbook, which helps you design an impactful project.
« A concise, practical and user-friendly guide to impact.
«  You can read the guide in full or focus on the sections most relevant to you.

« Take a look at the Erasmus+ Impact Assessment Toolkit. The versatile tools can be applied
to different types of projects.

. Includes concrete tools for evaluating project impact.

« The tools are adaptable to various projects and easy to integrate into project
implementation.

> You can find all these materials on our Erasmus+ web site.



https://www.oph.fi/fi/kehittaminen-ja-kansainvalisyys/erasmus-ohjelma-2021-2027/erasmus-ohjelma-vaikuttaa#anchor-kehita-hankkeesi-vaikuttavuutta
https://www.oph.fi/fi/kehittaminen-ja-kansainvalisyys/erasmus-ohjelma-2021-2027/erasmus-ohjelma-vaikuttaa#anchor-kehita-hankkeesi-vaikuttavuutta

APPLICATION & PROJECT
TIMETABLE



Timetable

Deadline for applications and statements 27.4.2026

« Results of the application round within two months

- Application must be submitted in the electronic state aid system
 No paper versions needed or accepted

« The duration of the funded projects is 1 August 2026 - 31 December
2028

- Interim report during the project period and a final report after the
end of the project period

> Application instructions available on the programme web page.
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Regional webinars

« Tue 3 March 2026 at 15.00-16.30 Latin America
 Thu 5 March 2026 at 9.30-11.00 China

« Thu 5 March 2026 at 14.00-15.30 Southern Africa
« Thu 19 March 2026 at 9.00-10.30 Southeast Asia
- Webinar on India TBC

- Registration link at https://tapahtumat.oph.fi/event/RGN3r/EN.
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https://tapahtumat.oph.fi/event/RGN3r/EN

OTHER FUNDING SOURCES

Cooperation with partners from the Global

South: https://www.oph.fi/en/cooperation-
partners-global-south

-> Cooperation opportunities by sector
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FINNISH NATIONAL
AGENCY FOR EDUCATION

Q&A




As far as southern Africa region is concerned, |
will like to find out if an applicant from Ghana is
qualified to apply?

- Eligible countries are listed in the call for applications.

« SADC countries i.e. Angola, Botswana, Southern Africa, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia,
Seychelles, Eswatini, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Madagaskar as well as Ruanda
and Burundi, countries of a non-resident envoy of Finland situated in the
area. -> Ghana is not an eligible country.
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Is it necessary to have a cooperation
agreement or a fixed cooperation fee with a
Finnish higher education institution in order to
apply as a Latin American university?

 There does not need to be a cooperation agreement between the institutions
in the application.

« However, as the programme does not fund preliminary activities carried out
for the purpose of establishing cooperation, such as getting to know potential
partners, carrying out visits in preparation of projects or general delegations,
it is beneficial for the application if the partners have some history in
collaborating together.

 The funding must be applied for by a Finnish higher education institution,
which submits the funding application on behalf of the entire partner
network.
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How I could have support of TFK 2026 to learn
about celic disease in the Universy of Tampere
during my doctorate? I am from Brazil.

You need to establish a collaboration with the University of Tampere and you
need to draft the application to the TFK programme together.

* Note that the programme does not support individual researchers but
educational cooperation between higher education institutions through
cooperation and mobility projects.
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How many proposals get funded per university?
Can a Finnish university be part of more than 1
TFK? Can we have other EU partner, such as a
research organisation from Spain?

- As mentioned in the call for applications, institutions can submit any number
of applications. However, a maximum of two projects from the same
coordinating higher education institution can be funded for cooperation with
one target country or region.

« A Finnish university can be part of several TFK projects.

« TFK programme only funds cooperation between Finnish HEIs and partners in
the target countries and regions of the programme. Spain is not an eligible
country.
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Mika on opetussuunnitelmayhteistyon

maaritelma? (laajuus yms)

« Opetussuunnitelmayhteistyolle ei ole erillista maaritelmaa eika vaatimusta
laajuudesta.

« Yhteistyon tarkemman sisallon maarittelevat hankkeeseen osallistuvat
kumppanit yhdessa.

16/02/2026 | Finnish National Agency for Education /38\




FINNISH NATIONAL
AGENCY FOR EDUCATION

Thank you!

With further questions please contact:
TFK-programme@oph.fi

Further information is available at:
https://www.oph.fi/en/programmes/tfk-
programme
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