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New Government Plan: towards a socially, economically and 
ecologically sustainable Finland by 2030

→ A high number of measures to strengthen and develop education sector, internationalisation 
addressed in many ways

→ Higher employment rate as a key target, focus on facilitating skilled migration 

→ Attractiveness of Finnish HE  will be enhanced and smoother immigration processes for 
international talent created; measures to support integration of foreign students into the Finnish 
society and labour market ie.

→ Action plan to improve employment of international students

→ Investigating the options for compensating tuition fees after graduation (through taxing?)

→ Student residence permit for the full period of studies; a longer (two-year) residence 
permit after graduation
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Government vision for 
Higher Education and 
Research by 2030 creates a 
joint framework for HEIs: 

responding to talent
shortage… 

→higher participation rate
in HE

→more internationally
attractive HE and research
ecosystem

→more open and 
international HE 
institutions

Source: www.minedu.fi



National policy guidelines for 
internationalisation of HE and research

• Cross-sectoral and cross-administrative
collaboration to make immigration and 
residence processes and practices more
welcoming

• Operational plan: employability support
(mentoring, networking, internships), 
supporting integration of families

• National forum for internationalisation to 
monitor implementation of guidelines: a 
joint vision & indicators for measuring
progress at institutional / national level are
currently being developed
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Responding to talent shortage – from a dual
approach to a more coordinated effort(?)

By enhancing attractiveness of Finland as 
a study destination and as a place to 
work after graduation

By supporting access to Higher Education
and integration to labour market of those
(highly educated) immigrants who
already reside in Finland  

→ Since 2016 SIMHE (Supporting
Immigrants in Higher Education), 
designated HEIs with regional
responsibility on guidance and 
counselling
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