
Finland as a strong actor in the global 
learning crisis – the education sector 
development cooperation seminar 

UNESCO ASPnet– what role 
could member schools of a 
global GCED network have in 
the learning crisis?
A fireside discussion 26 Nov, 2019



No one is too small to make a difference.

• Neither Greta Thunberg,

• nor the Unesco ASPnet schools
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Join us in the dialogue – ask, challenge and make
those wild suggestions

https://padlet.com/paulaoph/toivo
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Fireside contributions
1. Professor Hannele Niemi, University of Helsinki, representing the Finnish Unesco Chair 

professors, opens our session with an overview of Finland’s possibilities to contribute to 
solving the global learning crisis with suggestions regarding the role of the Unesco 
ASPnet schools (5min)

2. Yleistä: mitä ovat Unesco-koulut

3. From Paris to Helsinki and Oulu to Africa: the idea of a global UNESCO ASPnet project 
focusing on teacher training, Sari Muhonen Viikki Teacher Training school and Jussi 
Tomberg, City of Oulu (7min)

4. Practical examples and ideas from the field: two Unesco ASPnet upper secondary
general education schools, Jyväskylän Lyseon lukio and Vaasan Lyseon lukio, teachers
Raili Kivelä and Mika Jokiaho & students Siiri Hotakainen, Saara Huhta, Grace Kabuka, 
Vilma Seppänen  (10min)

5. Role of liberal adult education –and what about digital solutions? Lauri Tuomi, PhD, 
The Finnish Lifelong Learning Foundation – KVS (7min)
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UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet)  
established in 1953

links educational institutions across the world around a common goal ‘to 
construct the defences of peace in the minds of children and young people’.

promotes the ideals and values of UNESCO by reinforcing the humanistic, 
ethical, cultural and international dimensions of education

connects more than 11,700 institutions in over 180 countries, which 
provide pre-primary, primary, secondary, technical or vocational 
education, or teacher training

263 Teacher Education Institutions (=TEI) in 75 countries are registered as 
members of the network but over the past decades TEIs have not been 
involved nor solicited for

-> need for strengthening the network

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)



Unesco ASPNet schools in Finland

+/- 70 accredited educational organisations
• Mainly basic education amd upper secondary 

education schools, one VET school
• >10 teacher training schools and teacher 

training departments of several universities
National coordination: 

• the Finnish National Agency for Education (nat. 
coordinator Paula Mattila +teams at EDUFI and 
in the field)

• Reporting to the National Unesco Committee 
(at our MinEdu) and Paris ASPnet secretariat

• Key collaborations: Finnish Unesco Chair 
professors; Civil Society Organisations

27/11/2019 Finnish National Agency for Education 6



In this session we ask questions and co-create
ideas for contributions/collaborations in

• Curriculum development

• Teacher training

• Development of learning environments

• Training in crises areas and vulnerable
groups

• Language aware education

• Global education

• Opetussuunnitelmatyö

• Opettajankoulutus

• Oppimisympäristöjen kehittäminen

• Koulutus kriisialueilla ja vaarassa oleville

• (Äidinkielinen ->) Kielitietoinen opetus

• Globaalikasvatus
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global learning crisis – the 
education sector development 
cooperation seminar 

The role of UNESCO ASPnet
26.11.2019

Sari Muhonen, 
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UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet)  
established in 1953

links educational institutions across the world around a common goal ‘to 
construct the defences of peace in the minds of children and young people’.

promotes the ideals and values of UNESCO by reinforcing the humanistic, 
ethical, cultural and international dimensions of education

connects more than 11,700 institutions in over 180 countries, which 
provide pre-primary, primary, secondary, technical or vocational education, 
or teacher training

263 Teacher Education Institutions (TEI) in 75 countries are registered as 
members of the network but over the past decades TEIs have not been 
involved nor solicited for ASPnet initiatives although a number of them do 
support ASPnet schools and teachers at national level

-> need for strengthening the network

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)



UNESCO’s new global ASPnet project 

Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education (GCED): 
Strengthening professional competencies for effective teaching of the cognitive, 

socio-emotional and behavioural dimensions of learning

Duration: 3/2019-10/2020

Aim:
Projects seeks to empower learners, through their teachers, to engage and assume active roles in 

addressing and resolving local and global challenges. 

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)



Reasons for global UNESCO ASPnet project:

In many countries, GCED/ESD is not included in teacher education curricula nor mainstreamed into the 
school curricula (see, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247430), but “well-trained 
professional teachers can empower learners to become proactive contributors to more just, peaceful, 
tolerant, inclusive and sustainable societies” (Concept note, 2019, p. 2)

“it is crucial to train and support teachers from different levels and types of education (pre-primary, 
primary, secondary, technical and vocational) to foster GCED and its three dimensions of learning:  

• The Cognitive: To engage in understanding and critical thinking about global, regional, national and 
local issues and the interconnectedness and interdependency of different countries and populations
• The Social and emotional: To have a sense of belonging to a common humanity, sharing values and 
responsibilities, empathy, solidarity and respect for differences and diversity
• The Behavioural: To act effectively and responsibly at local, national and global levels for a more 
peaceful and sustainable world.” (Concept note, 2019, p. 3)

Africa is one of global priorities, focusing on two major areas: 
1. Building peace by building inclusive, peaceful and resilient societies 
2. Building institutional capacities for sustainable development and poverty eradication. 

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247430


Specific Project Objectives 

1. Connect ASPnet members to share experiences and good practices, engage in joint learning 
and to spur collaborative initiatives for GCED, in particular, 

a) Connect ASPnet TEIs to exchange experiences and good practices and spur 
collaboration about and for effective teacher education and support for GCED; 

b) Connect African ASPnet schools, as well as ASPnet TEIs, and develop capacities of 
ASPnet school principals and teachers to foster GCED; 

c) Connect ASPnet students and teachers, as well as ASPnet TEIs, to exchange experiences 
and good practices on effective teaching and learning about and for global citizenship 

2. Capture project participants’ expertise, experiences and good practices and create a collection 
of video bites on GCED, accessible to all ASPnet members. 

3. Gather research on how ASPnet has fostered GCED-related topics throughout its history. 

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)



Project Outputs 

1. Exchange and collaboration between ASPnet members strengthened through:
a) 100-200 representatives from ASPnet Teacher Education Institutions and other 

experts engaged in global dialogue on how to train and support teachers to 
foster the three dimensions of learning of GCED and associated transformative 
pedagogies; 

b) Approximately 90 ASPnet school principals and teachers from 15 African 
countries trained in fostering the three learning dimensions of GCED and 
associated transformative pedagogies; 

c) 50 ASPnet students and 25 ASPnet teachers from different regions shared 
experiences on effective learning about and through GCED;

2. A collection of video bites on GCED disseminated to ASPnet members; 

3. Research on ASPnet work on and for GCED disseminated to ASPnet members. 

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)



Paris UNESCO ASPnet

Brainstorming session, Unesco Headquarters, 

25.4.-26.4.2019

Aims:

-to inspire the 250 world’s TTI’s (teacher training 
institutions) to be active in UNESCO issues 

-to crystallize GCED thinking (global citizenship 
education) 

-to familiarize and engage Africa with GCED-thinking

Muhonen & Tomberg 26.11.2019, Finland as a strong actor in the global 
learning crisis – the education sector development cooperation seminar 



GCED – global citizenship 
education

What is it in practice?
• diversity of concepts, the importance of

”Learning to live together”
• GCED in curricula and in everyday practice
• Student as an agent at the center

participation and making the change
respect for diversicy
human rights
sustainable development

• whole school approach: having a common aim and 
direction 

UNESCO just released a guide for primary and 
secondary teachers on Empowering Students for Just 
Societes https://en.unesco.org/news/empowering-
students-just-societies-new-resource-teachers

Muhonen & Tomberg 26.11.2019, Finland as a strong actor in the global 
learning crisis – the education sector development cooperation seminar 

https://en.unesco.org/news/empowering-students-just-societies-new-resource-teachers


“GCED as well as the supply of well-trained, qualified and supported teachers count 
among the top priorities for UNESCO, in line with Sustainable Development Goal 4: 
Quality Education and the Education 2030 Framework for Action, and more specifically 
SDG 4 targets (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4)

4.7. By 2030, ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among others through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a 
culture of peace and nonviolence, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable development; and 

4.c. By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through 
international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least 
developed countries and small island developing states.” (Concept note, p. 4)

Source: Concept note for the ASPnet Teacher Training in Support of Global Citizenship Education project (version 16.11.2019)

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4


GCED global citizenship 
development – challenges 

and possibililities

TIME – not enough
CURRICULUM – too many things
POLICY – valuation and money

MEDIA – how to manage emotions
BIG POPULATION – how to reach

Global citizenship education: taking it local
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265
456

Whole school approach 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-
plus/project-result-content/360e3a02-40e9-4c17-
b4f9-
ca552f0cd970/A%20Whole%20School%20Approach
.pdf

Learning to live together 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000227
208

Muhonen & Tomberg 26.11.2019, Finland as a strong actor in the global 
learning crisis – the education sector development cooperation seminar 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265456
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/project-result-content/360e3a02-40e9-4c17-b4f9-ca552f0cd970/A Whole School Approach.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000227208


E.g.,
Participation and making the
change
Ecosocial learning
Democracy competences
Transversal competences

Intercultural understanding
Multiliteracy understanding

What would we like to 
share from Finnish
global citizenship
education and what
would we like to learn
from others? 

Sabine Detzel’s regards from Paris,  Unesco HQ 
25.4.2019
https://kohtivuotta2030.blogspot.com/2019/05/greeting
s-from-unesco-aspnet-schools.html

Muhonen & Tomberg 26.11.2019, Finland as a strong actor in the global 
learning crisis – the education sector development cooperation seminar 
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Let's Get Global
- project

Jyväskylän Lyseo & Vaasan lyseo Upper Secondary School 2017-2020 ect



What is the project
about?

• The main goal is to 
promote the Agenda2030 
for Sustainable
Development by the UN

• Cooperation with Ugandan 
youth and Caring Hands

• Collaboration with other
UNESCO schools in Finland





We focus
especially on 
gender
equality in 
education and 
climate action.



Girls SmartPad

• A project by Plan’s SmartUpFactory to support
girls’ education in Kampala, Uganda

• Teaches girls how to sew reusable sanitary
pads

• Helps break taboos related to menstruation

• At the moment, we have raised enough
money to afford one industrial sewing
machine and materials (over 1000€)



Caring hands and 
entrepreneurship

• The Finnish-Ugandan organisation
arranges entrepreneur training for 
unemployed people and finances it 
by selling jewellery

• The jewellery is handmade either
from recycled paper or old coins



What do we do?

• Fundraising for the charities by
selling jewellery and baked
goods

• Communication with the
Ugandans and other UNESCO 
schools

• Organising events and visiting
schools to educate other
students

• Being active on social media to 
promote the Agenda2030



Citizens’ initiative: compulsory plastic recycling bins for housing cooperatives and 
public areas

• Only 550 plastic take-back points in 
Finland vs. 1850 for carton, glass 
and metal

• Increased amount of recycling bins 
would make it easier for consumers 
to recycle plastic

• Received 11 000 signatures in six 
months (50 000 is needed for the 
government to take action)



Thank you!

Questions?

@letsgetglobaljkl



The Role of Liberal Adult/Lifelong Education
and What About Digital Services?

Finland as a strong actor in the global learning crisis semianr

Helsinki the 26th of November 2019

Dr. Lauri Tuomi

CEO, The Finnish Lifelong Learning Foundation

L. Tuomi 2019



The Finnish Lifelong Learning Foundation – KVS
”The Fearless Protector of Lifelong Learning”*

Media & impact
Learning

Innovations

Lifelong Learning 
services **

Open publications:
ELM
Aikuiskasvatus
AINA

Digital schools / Etäkoulu Kulkuri
and Nomadskolan

**) South Helsinki Adult
Education Centre (1.1.2020) 

Development projects

* The Finnish Association
of Scholarly Publishing – award 2019

L. Tuomi 2019



1. It’s all about creating a learning society!

EHEC 

K9 / K 12 

Kindergarten

Higher education

TVET
Liberal adult/LL education

Formal education

Informal learning

Non-formal education

Continuing education

L. Tuomi 2019



2. The Role of Liberal Adult/LL Education

L. Tuomi 2019

The potential is not fully used, yet! 

The core idea of Nordic ’bildung’: to empower & to be empowered 
and to behave as a human

Wide range of services which 
support SDG 4 goals, esp. 4.7.:

Active and good citizenship 

Life- and basic skills

Learning skills

Sustainable lifestyle 

Gender equality

Democracy & human rights



3. The digital learning – 5 points

• The experience of Etäkoulu Kulkuri and Nomadskolan: 

• Global access (off-line, on-line)

• Personalized services: guidance

• Families as learning communities: support & 
lifeskills

• Equality 2.0: The best education in the world and 
learning innovations available everywhere

• Scalability!



Thank you!
CEO, Dr.  Lauri Tuomi

lauri.tuomi@kvs.fi

L. Tuomi 2019
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Thank you, invited contributors! 
Thank you, Audience!

These slides and much more will be available in the 
post-seminar materials as well as at:
http://kohtivuotta2030.blogspot.com/p/suomen-
unesco-koulut.html
You can also contact paula.mattila@oph.fi
tiina.sarisalmi@orivesi.fi
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